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The present study tries to explain the voting behavior of the Iranian people in the
presidential election by using a discourse approach. Therefore, the main question is
"why an electoral discourse wins" or the requirements and characteristics of superi-
or electoral discourse. The answer has been provided with the help of an analytical
framework derived from Laclau’s discourse theory, Fairclough’s theory of critical
discourse analysis, and inspired by theories of voting behavior. Then, using this ana-
lytical framework and in the form of a case study, tries to explain why the discourse
of moderation won in the 2017 elections. According to the author, Rouhani was able
to win the 2017 elections because, first of all, he had built a better linguistic and dis-
course structure. In particular, the Rouhani’s discourse had a stronger metaphorical
and innovative dimension than its rivals, formed a wider chain of equivalence, and
had a stronger ability to highlight and marginalize. Second, he made the best use
of context to strengthen its discourse, and third, used non-discourse factors such as
appropriate political activism, governmental authorities, and the capacity of virtual

social networks to succeed.
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