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Analysis of the role of social capital in the formation of the Tudeh Party of Iran

Abstract

The Tudeh Party of Iran was one of the most prominent
representatives of Marxism in Iran. The Tudeh Party was formed
in October 1931, in close consultation with the Soviet embassy,
by 27 members of the 53-member group. Many factors, including
cohesive organization, obedient hierarchy, and the constant
injection of party knowledge into members and cadres, powerful
press arms, the leadership of labor movements, influence among
the educated, and attractive slogans appropriate to the status quo,
make the party successful to influence the political and social
atmosphere of Iran. The main supporters of the Tudeh Party were
the salaried middle class as well as the urban working class.
Although the party wielded considerable influence over all
members of the middle class, its influence was very evident
among engineers, university professors and students,
intellectuals, especially writers, newly educated women, as well
as army officers. Given the influence that the Tudeh Party was
able to find among the various social strata of Iran at the
beginning of its formation, this study seeks to answer the
question of what role social capital has played in the formation,
expansion and decline of the Tudeh Party.
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