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Designing and validating the optimal model of service-learning oriented curriculum in social
studies based on the IPARD model for junior high school

Abstract:

Introduction & Objective: Service-oriented learning is a type of active learning in which
participation in the community, its improvement and change is central. A type of learning in which
social issues are wisely organized with curricula. The National Learning Prevention Center /
Network defines service-oriented learning as a "teaching and learning" that can link educational
learning experiences, personal growth, and civic responsibility. Studies show that in the field of
education system, both in Iran and abroad, no research has been done in this regard and this
research is a new and innovative research and designing a service-oriented learning curriculum
model in social studies education in addition to expanding the basics Theoretically, service-
oriented learning as a new educational method can be effective in solving the challenges of the
Iranian educational system. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to design and validate the
optimal model of service-oriented social studies curriculum based on the IPARD model for the
first year of high school.

Methods: Considering that in the present study neither qualitative results reinforce quantitative
results nor quantitative results play a role in qualitative findings, naturally in this research there
will be a multi-method method which will use the appropriate method according to the questions.
In this method, both qualitative and quantitative methods were used and through reviewing and
analyzing different sources, trying to discover and identify the content categories and
characteristics of the elements of a suitable model for designing a service-oriented social studies
curriculum based on IPARD model for the course. The first was high school and its validity and
effectiveness. The predominant quantitative-qualitative approach was synthetic research and
quantitative method was used to answer some of the questions, so the present study, despite being
an applied research, also benefits from the quantitative-qualitative paradigm.

Results: The proposed model of service-oriented social studies curriculum in junior high school is
designed based on the Acker model, which has 4 important religious, social, philosophical and
psychological bases. The designed model can play an important role in teaching the learning
objectives designed for this lesson. The designed model is valid from the perspective of social
scientists, educational psychologists and curriculum specialists. The composition of these experts
is due to the nature of the issue, and experts in the above three areas could have made a wiser
comment. The above experts, who were purposefully selected, estimated the validity of the model
at 88%. The experts all believed in the desirability of teaching and learning methods of this model
and the place of learning was less among the components of learning.

Conclusion: Considering the content of this type of curriculum in the field of social studies, a
wide range of learning resources such as textbooks, publications including magazines, public and
specialized newspapers, school and its physical spaces such as laboratories, libraries, mass media
and public. Like television and its programs, cyberspace such as social networks, lectures by
experts, especially lectures and general and specialized workshops held in this field can be among
the materials and learning resources. The use of audio-visual materials such as educational CDs,
videos and educational clips and documentaries appropriate to the age of the students can help
deepen the students' learning. The appropriate grouping for the service-oriented learning
curriculum in the social studies of the first secondary school, in spite of many disagreements in
this field, is groups of 3 to 5 people. Although it is possible to evaluate service-oriented projects
through standardized tests, this type of evaluation is foreign to the nature of these projects.
Schumer et al. (2000) refer to self-assessment in evaluating service-oriented projects so that the
student evaluates himself / herself and his / her activities and corrects his / her weaknesses. A
curriculum designed based on learning service for junior high school and academic year Seventh,
this type of education can eliminate many shortcomings in the education system, such as the gap
between theory and practice, students' reluctance to study and scientific activities and education,
lack of horizontal and vertical connection between courses and courses, etc. Upstream documents
paying attention to this type of training can be fruitful.
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