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Globalization and Religious Democracy; How to Transition from
the Identity Challenges of Islamic Societies

Mohammad Mahmoodikia®

Abstract:

Islamic societies have experienced various crises such as identity
crisis, legitimacy crisis, class conflict and cultural crisis due to direct
and passive contact with the powerful waves of globalization.
Therefore, in the face of this cultural rupture formed by the culture
of identity, we are witnessing the emergence of various ideologies in
response to these crises in the Islamic world. However, not all of
these ideologies have succeeded in providing an effective and
acceptable response and consensus to the consequences of the post-
globalization crises; Religious democracy as a model of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, due to its connection to the long-standing
tradition of religious rationalism, can be an effective alternative to
overcome these crises, of course, also enjoys flexibility, repairability
and localization to other aspects of Islamic societies. The findings of
this study indicate that in contrast to this kind of homogenizing and
integrative arrangements of globalization, the model of religious
democracy as a religious model and in accordance with the
normative system of Islamic societies, a model with high capacities
to protect indigenous and Islamic values of these societies. And it
can protect the Islamic world from the danger of identity crises
caused by globalizati or minimize its destructive effects.
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