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The Impact of Western Culture and Civilization on Archeology and the Emergence of
Ethnic Nationalism in the Reza Shah Pahlavi Period

Abstract

Ethnic nationalism has become a tool in the hands of the European colonial powers
to promote ethnicity, oppose Islam, and undermine the unity of the people of the lands
of the Islamic world. The emergence of the ideology of nationalism during the political
developments of the Renaissance in Europe and the subsequent intellectual and cultural
developments during the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries AD, has left a very
significant impact on the political and cultural image of most countries in the world.
With the establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty, Reza Khan tried to provide solid
political legitimacy for his government by various means. Therefore, the main question
of the present study is that what tool does the Pahlavi monarchy use to gain political
legitimacy? In answer to this question, the hypothesis is put forward that Reza Khan
tried to provide firm political legitimacy for his government by adopting the ideology
of nationalism and patriotism. This article tries to discuss how to use history as a tool to
substantiate Reza Shah's nationalist claims. The method of the present research is
interpretive and qualitative and the method of data collection has been library and

documentary.
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