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Anthropological analysis of divination and divination and the function of symbols
among women in the central region of Tonekabon city

Abstract

The unknown nature of the future and human curiosity caused humans to use
mechanisms for prediction. With the passage of time and the changes of societies,
historical and ancient knowledge such as fortune-telling did not completely
disappear from human life, and people still refer to fortune-tellers in the course of
their lives and are in contact with fortune-telling. Beliefs, values and cultural
behaviors of people play an important role in the cultural system of society. Culture
and symbols have a deep relationship with each other because we live in a world of
symbols that inspire discoveries and developments and reveal the secrets of the
unconscious and the spirit of the unknown. The purpose of this research is the
anthropological analysis of divination and fortune-telling and the function of
symbols among women in the central region of Tonekabon city. This research was
conducted with a qualitative method and a phenomenological approach for data
analysis. The statistical population of Tonekabon's women aged 20 to 55 years who
have had the experience of visiting a fortune teller several times. The sample size is
25 people who were selected through the snowball sampling method. Also, in order
to achieve more depth in this research, another part of the data has been collected by
the presence of the researcher at the fortune teller's workplace and talking to
knowledgeable people and other activists present in the field of fortune telling. The
obtained data have been analyzed by thematic analysis method. The findings showed
that the themes obtained in this research point to the fact that the world of fortune-
telling is very wide and includes good and bad things, that some themes point to the
positive points of fortune-telling and fortune-telling, and some themes point to the
negative points of fortune-telling and fortune-telling. Refers. Also, among the
reasons for the spread of divination in today's society, it comes back to the current
social conditions and cultural processes of the society.

Keywords: Horoscope, fortune teller, symbol, anthropological, Tonekabon central
region, futurism
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