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Application of Pierre Bourdieu's theory of action in investigating the causes of the
failure of the Iranian Constitutional Revolution

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to investigate the causes of the failure of the Constitutional
Revolution in bringing about change in the political structure of Iranian society. Among
the existing literature, what has been paid less attention and even neglected is an analysis
of the objective conditions of society, institutions and socio-political forces in Iranian
society on the eve of the Constitutional Revolution. This has led some authors to provide
an abstract and non-concrete analysis of the reasons for the failure of the Constitutional
Revolution. Using Bourdieu's theories and examining the objective conditions of Iranian
society on the eve of the Constitutional Revolution, the authors have come to the
conclusion that "the failure of the Constitution was due to the lack of forces to defend the
ideas of the revolution objectively, concretely and more importantly.” Due to the nature
of the subject, library and documentary methods have been used for data collection and
gualitative analysis method has been used for data analysis. In terms of the nature of this
research, it is descriptive and historical.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Social Forces, Tabatabai, Ajoudani, Theory of
Action, Pierre Bourdieu
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