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Position of Iran in China's Belt- Road Initiative and Its Impact on Regional Convergence

Abstract

China's Belt-Road Initiative is quickly becoming one of the most ambitious international
projects. Regardless of the great potential of the Belt- Road Initiative to shape international
trade and, more broadly, international relations between participating countries and beyond
that, scientific studies have so far largely neglected the question of how this initiative is
associated with modern approaches to regionalism and regional integration. In this study,
we analyzed the contexts in which the China’s Belt- Road Initiative through Iran's position
can reinforce regional convergence in Southwest Asia. The main question of the present
study is what effect does position of Iran in China’s Belt-Road Initiative has on convergence
in Southwest Asia? In response to that question, it was argued that the communication and
transportation position of Iran within China’s Belt-Road Initiative can provide the
expansion of economic, infrastructural, and communication associations of convergence in
Southwest Asia. As a result, by accomplishing the infrastructure projects, especially in the
range of road and communications, Iran can improve its position as a go-between and hub
of the region and lead to the development of convergence in the regions of Southwest Asia.

Keywords; China's Belt-Road Initiative, Iran, position, regional convergence, Southwest
Asia, transportation, communications
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1. Russia, 23.7 10. UAE, 4.1

2. Saudi Arabia, 20.5 11. UK, 3.6

3. Angola, 19.8 12. Congo, 3.37
4. lIraq, 13.8 13. Colombia, 3.2
5. Oman, 12.2 14. US, 3.2

6. Iran, 11.9 15. Malaysia, 2.6
7. Brazil, 8.8

8. Kuwait, 7.1

9. Venezuela, 6.6
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China aims to build a global infrastructure network ?
“Belt and Road" infrastructure projects, planned and completed (March 2017) &
o

Sk Roag Econemic Sett

53 3kl la,a S eslgiy s e s OILL(F) IS

(merics.org @;ﬁ:)\“ VWl

adlas JEj Jo 5 Bli)) Al Kgy gl p Aol oLl pom - Y-V

Aalt aigy 5 JooSS Ol 31500 U ely a8 SIS s 3 5 adlate sla, 58 eslr 5 Sy slassdy S Jlas!
05 ygeaes Sla,siS Coxs g g Ll Hlay e w0 B8 e 5l dadeie SV I (6 ke Ol ) sl O IS
ST Sl 4y g j2ns (R334 Lo 28 pl ol D1 Sty g s i35 01 L Sl 5 il sl
VY WXl ol s Jinl Eon gl Ol dax 51 e o3 gla, 538 & Kol 5l 61468 a3l

oy i oS Sl ane g o melial 30 aals 28 0T 3 o8 g bl 3 01l & o5l 5 5 s fe L S
Gblse ls 5 ol oas W35 Lol s 5 G Jais e S50 55 Ol ajls adlete ol 53 o Ko oo 5 oo
el 8 Dl SOl 835 250 shls 5 sl el A S S (e Ll o Ll e 5L
i 5l s ane s asl SO Ol el oy iy eSS e i s e slacs Lo Sl
el oo 5 ol ol oS i ) Mallens I8 JUinl by b cxlw s ol o S35 calel
e e sladlae Jlasl o 53 ol il oSane Sl slaz b i 53 Ol s e glac sl
oty S 0 LS gl of SOl aal ol 5 G stias i Ol s Jem b ol g yaal o
Wl Uy 3T 5 Lol Ll sl 3l 5

S o ssES pl Gs w b el Jme Ol i 51U &S 2515 Glass S slacd b o Sege S

IJJS a)u‘ﬁj JJ‘}AMQ\}:J

% _apour



Lol (6 il cyploly 059 Y-V

Sl el bl 5 Ll 3 ol palely boslast 51 (laSd W55 (sl oS 3,15 13 Ll (gl o Tl 055 3 0Ll
sy a3 3 bl il ol g ot Mo Olajl 4 U3 5 Ll olain b= (5Lal O goaS (S e 3 6350
sy Jds a0 s W, Ll s 3 pme Jhdlin ol s, 53 615 au3a 5 0l SRals slaly 53 (632
03 2I30H5 3 e Ko 0Ll 5 8 4 S5 S S 4 suba an w53 ilie (bl 5 el ol
VPN T 55 ) A 3t bl 55 036 Ly 5 oS, a5 Sl o A el
(Vo

s aadllas Lol (gl o ool a0t CIB s Lol ok S Slem ol Lo game Yoo JLa b

S sk S

s ok S

S s sl oS

cyr—dled Hb S

s o sy 1 Ol S G Sde e S sl Sl s — dld s sah S 0

N5 yemen 3,8 on 53 15 o) s a5 S el and Ll G5 g Ll Il iy s sy Sl
Ol ik 5 48 5 55 0 4 Ol OleaSTy cdin (29 b Gledbio 31 5o b 5 355 o ST oy SiesS Ol
ol ol o3 sl el B R ST Olwslons 5 Glos (e wd s (nl 5 (008 4l e 3 A0
WYer el b il ol (505 00,0 40 5 2 LS o Jeaie Oldaly s ) oo gt Ol gl 53 S (i s
ol gllams 5 e S sble s 50 0l 51 e iow 45 55 dalys e slS

Sy bl 5 s Gl dial 4 65 0 Gl St 55 a5l 28 JLall Gaal 35 p g s
2S5 s o3 ele oy 4 llg 5 553 e ST DS 5 5 01l e Bl e S S b
Sl e Jlo Sljles olozrl 5 (3Ll & geieS) 350 dals 20 lhSVOAD 55 el b oy 0 Ol ) 52
FY-A 1888 M 5Ll Ll

Slily 3 a8 il glosl= 5 palely ¢ Sl 2iS bl Lels e S VYoo Job a4 gl cogr—dles 55 S
Ul 5 655 bl o35 Slas 528 5 armss Ol l3T OLdladl Ol ) s O gmmon ala) 528 0 VS Syl 5
Glzel 4 S5m0 03 VA S5 e 53 o S ol aabidblpe ( 2017).070V g n5lr) b o ax s
Dbyl Olmliy3T O e (6 555 Sla) 538 caalsl 53 ey sy 5 L Ol pl 5528 v JE5 Jam o35
S lola) it g 4l 35l Ol iy 5 ) 5 Olas s D el Sl eaS 5 DSl (Ol 35 5 (Oldl 3
Y YA Y=Y

2" Hans-Liudger

28 The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
29 Chaudhury

30 Sharma

AR I

Ay a0 (A T ) e e e (K00 P e o erdh ooy 8



\VY.

oK

G 5 s ol oS Sl 53 0l

=

=
gl Ser 5 0

!

Ot ety a8 ol e HUS 3 byl 5o S e et bl 4 Lol Jled s dled s S
el 0y 8 iy a5 Ol fen 5ol 515500 b gy 0 Ol siin 558 Il g 55 0SSl s

S o3 e = S =0l = S =l = e sy = ey Sk

S5 S = 58 = 0Ll - 0liiaS 5 =05 el =35 — el s s = e S

S5 S = 58 = Ol b= Ol 8 = Oliiio sl =353, 55 50 = ol sk = a HAs

3 Ol 3 —OleSG ) - OlieS 5 = o e =5l S/ el = s 5

S = 38 = Sr 35 55 sk =0 ol ki —oliw (6L 53 =4S 5 =08 5L —lplr i /el s = (fes 5
Sl

S = gSme =l S ol =L gl 5 =0 gl s —olow (6L 53 =4S 5 =08 5L —lalr s /el s = (fas 5o
OYAVIONY (g5l e 50l S35 5 o) S

o3l 3550 0 5STon oSl i ol Sl 5 a5 Oles el e prmdlend sl S an s ool G
o33 sl o Sl K15 e a5 Ol a1 (S35 e Sl ks ot a5 Il e ) o
e 2l 03 ol 0as Slles ol &S il OF Sl oladllas Loty ol s sl axsls JUs 0 1) Lol cpule 3
(20172 99).8 YWV T padl) ol 5ol S dos e 5 S0 eon deoyd o (Zu Bl S s 4 S
oLl 5 5 00 4 Ols5 o b oo Sl L bt 3l 550 S g5lldled db il gay oS ol s ddas
13 g0

(L 4+L0) 5B o5 by 538 5 La)l sy & Lol 300 Cpor 5 iy o528 Ll

(35 e+ l2) Gy 31,6 bzl g slasiS STl 4 CIS o5 la 28 Jlas!

S 53 peanme Sla s 508 Ll ol gl 5 20l (Sl g s gp 0,08 e ORI LS 5 S nl B0 Ll
5o Y) ol (G Slalr L Hsme) s s sl S el Gl 5l s ol slacT 4 CIS o
(Y YAV oLils,

aalare ‘;"\g'j|j 9 JZ;JJ.@ Cnl wi}'—Y—V—Y

Bl r LS n 513 i e Sl @ e o) S S a5 Ll &S lailate S e il Dl
wals iS5 ol SBI I gladinss 4 a5 b kS ol 3 1) adlaie cpl gla, 528 Olnl o Kes gl elis i
5 n gy 3o B OLSL 5 Oldlidl Oldl 3 OlaSar b glas 528 51 o8 oy sl ailain 3 ol Sl
e ailate ol (sl 528 wilis ade g o s s Sloes S 358 an i cailaie ol sla,5iS SL
o D I CUN v PO (VP GRS N PP P NN P VRS S P PSVOPIN o RIS A PR W BUCHY %
LAl 555 e ol oS Jas SIS L) wle oSy S o i 1) adlaie Sl Ll ey 5 ot

sl (gt el Consy ol 5 Blize (Sals Go b 5l 5 At o Wl 1 (sl el (1Kes S e

31 Salimova
2 Hil



Sl il 8 st imman 5 1S5l gloey S 5 sdate 155 Sldes L 4 (VO YN T ) s
Gl oyl GlaspiS oman 5 (655 0 sll 5 S bl 3 b gt SMLLS bl s b1 Ssly
o m Sl Lo (ol Sie B b b smon Slilse IS @ smn s il Gla0l oy S Sl &
A 3 S S el s S LS el bl w1y Ghle s slge Gl 5 Ol ol SBIE 5 s 5

LTV T4 (o 5 ) 5) il o ol iy oS IS8 olol il 50

Wl sl adlais Olomen axl ol a8 8 513 Sl ¥7 45, 5o L3 Jlo & s 35 a VLYY JLi 55 01,
Sl o35 3 S A AT e b il e s Sl 5 i 5 S e e S o & AT JLe
Rl s il Glace 55 Co il e Kl e Loy 58 5 0L L e (6Ken ¥4 5 g s )
B AR ool ole 55 L las s wuﬂ.,usclasL;;fég.‘mgjyj;)-t\,,,;,“ﬂéwjfm;\
oo S e Sl ol ol A0 Sl i a8 Wled il 5 Ll sl 4S5 e Sl soler i

(Y8 T, Js)Liles

D558 el e e Bl el g S s ge TV Sl sbe 3l ge BB L o3l o Ol YL 43,
3 oebie alie 4 LT e sla i Lis e slse A5 ol e 8 s sl (sl 528 Ol Ol
£ OF ST ansi 5 o ol A oS ISl Sl 6l (S § b0 ol 35 on a3l 5 s (Lo s 31 O
el sl adlaie sl 528 b e 5 0T L essbe sl 1 adlate sl 528 ol Ko 5 (K0 o cl Ll O 2
VL sla sl S sbas il gt 55 Ol a3l ol 31 6ol 4 dilate il 5 VL] 5 Lol gl

el adlaie Lo, 5ES 5 e 35 S ol Logsle 5o Ol Caenll ol s diasOlis

Perceived threats from A

UZBEKISTAN

hanistan <ina

TAJIKIST,
TURKMENISTAN JIKISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAN

F g
B 1s1s attac Il Northern route
Bl Fatalities from attacks Il eaikans route
Sources: EU Drug Markets Report; ESRI - Southern route

33 Chen
34valori

INAR I

Ny 2 (AT T ) e e e #Fj0r e (o s oo g



I \VYY

oK

G 5 s ol oS Sl 53 0l

”

=
gl Ser 5 0

!

S domi-¥
j\dx'c@tﬂ&*_::\suWj&plﬂjméuggjyjau&l&*_&b Eon s g};zélz_Jajdau
J;and)b)‘}lﬁ})‘jl.éjéi‘kﬁ_wiejuMJL@'\JMJJS@d‘.ut{&)b)}}ﬁ “"“?}55 o}ijw‘
chﬂj&i}:\ﬁ\}ﬁ.ﬁdu&' S¢r 9 &T&)Mhé&j} QE)‘ 4.:3‘5‘ GL{::.N‘.?"}G))). 6].3;.; Qe U’~J~5| g:’-i"'\:i
Jol s Ll 6l 03508 Oltiz 53 15 OF Comnl (538 8 5 (538 Oslan 5 Jod o 35 5 (28 el v 5 ool
4&»&[.;_..»: Qﬁb;éuﬂh—b0)|w&bw\ dl.ﬁ‘)j_p;s;g;_w\ Jlﬁ))l:_,wa L:_ng_)Ja A_))a?-duz]&ﬂ)b &‘Jf‘j
ASJJ‘a:ﬁ 4;.-1}4 Ry JAJ.A}J}; QLC«).S ot 9 (S el (s QM}J:L‘M ‘ah:’“‘“:’—‘“i)
Sy 3 il b dia 815 (hailate Skt 136 S5 (6 e 31 S Ll ailate oyl 55 WOl o om0
s o aly 813 glatlaie Sl S slas SIS 5 il 018 a8 S S (cla e 5 Sle sl by |
j&jﬁ@‘)bﬁdﬂvﬁ‘}@a‘)b&‘@}l@:}a‘ﬂ@ﬁ)xJéd‘ﬂ&:ﬁjsMﬁjduw;j‘bJu}_ﬂ‘

(VO VA O, s

w\ﬁjcﬁm&fuyépié‘fﬁe\)MJAS)KM(ML{"JiMdLAw}AgJLS)jLAJ

Sl 53 Sales a5 )

Sl s 5 55T s

Sl SKar

ke gl s Jlas!

DLl ol 5 ana s

a8 Ol (6, en (slasls,l 3 sl

ol L oS SN 55 a )5S sla e (SO el omd g

bl Dl 5 sl

pleal s ol e ol b s (a3 8 OLSL B e s

Sl 6 Jsb o el 5o ol ale o sla 20 1 Salils s 51 SO e oalr 5 S s IS
5 3baBl 5 e e 5l U 3T 5 Ll ol 3 gladlane (s3lal Ady G o sl s3L5 el oS
Silsll 5 Sler olas st 5 lrdir (lSen IS sl 4 5L e ol A a8 ISl Ses
bl ol Al ladlee (5n ilSe S Al OF sl adm o Lol 3l 5550 olg G Olgeas (5ol S e
G Sl s 313 Conal bl Lo Gl 53 SS ol 5 e selmhs a5 S Gl 4 s



g o3 Pl el s 5 1S s 55k gle S Gl e ol A S SIS b late 5 (Sl (gladats
el Ji g o Cro s alex 5l (gladdai

skl s dala 5 oalo ol o5 s Sl Ol e 51 oo Jolse (olal glas S5y, o
4 gsgn nl IS o U Sladlate 5 Sler i 3 L3S alesl 3 5 5iS G salal e 5 ol
e 5T slanl (o Al 5 e S 3 g ame Loy S L s s blis oS c il O (gl
bS5 s Glaslatl ann b s K5 0SS o) iy oS S0 Wl Al anw 5 (533
VLl S o2 g slel Loy iS5l wlbian s bl 30 5 555 0 lool alax 5l (Ko 3 ) pamme
Sl e (3l 5 5 JB s Jem laosds S (IS sba Aol (LI nle (Ol 5 obus 5 JE 5 Je
255 e ladkas 5 ol 93 5515 (goladl anv b &S s jasile SL A glab G s el
Lo gt Ll o oS ditean 3ls 5 Ly bl ol ;S5 5l ax LSS placatla s Jola Gl 5l 5 slay sy S
cladae gl Sen a3 Ol oo Loyl S opl anw s bl dhor 515 fane SuSG w0 ) cilises glay 525 L
25 05l o e SL; Tl 2 5 il (ool ann

YVYY I

Ny 0 (A T ey e e K00 e (o et oo g



I \VYE

Glail® ) Saa 0% 5h 08 1o o8 1 WS I s 0l oSl

cl:.a

9 aalaie “:"'ﬂj’\j: B Q‘jﬂ\ JiﬁT&L ‘u;.} —JLQ._.:: ))"\ijs» g(W’ﬁV/O/TY‘) Ls)l‘—"'“}'@'—‘:’ 9 a\) Q)‘JJ ‘5]&- °L<il‘i
http://news.mrud.ir/news/54538/ : ;s -p3T salive wole>

aallad (gl Sam a5l 51 oo ol a3l 035 pl Gio Bl IYA0) 4Bl (il 5 ol (oS
TN Lao X0 o)l ¢ sl psle aanis

ool cp g Il (655 0 Slon sl Slallas (ol Saddane glaay i 53 o (VYA) s (g3blys e Slias
M- an O

3 T sdalte Yo Yo 55058 55 Ol ) 5 s Sler ol (IY44) das ol 5w
https://pooyeshfekri.com/

LIS Olelr sau a5 st = lglr palely Gl (OFAY) e dames OLELS 5 n e (S22
(Ol 0ol S8 05 &b iy Jbod (2315 sk S J

H oz 5 Mallop J85Jo= slassd S slllia 5 b [l ((WVAY) we pans o3l & 5 Lo e (55505
IS Olead s 5 slasl IS o0l gsluaml oslas L3 ok ag sz 5 Jled 55 S AST L Ol

Alexeeva, Olga and Lasserre, Frédéric (2019), “The Evolution of Sino-Russian Relations
as Seen from Moscow: The Limits of Strategic Rapprochement”, China Perspectives, 69-
77.

Ali, S. Mahmud (2020), "China’s Belt and Road: An Evolving Network", China’s Belt and
Road Vision, pp. 69-121.

Aoyama, Rumi (2016) “One Belt, One Road: China's New Global Strategy”,
Journal of Contemporary East Asia Studies, 5:2, pp. 3-22,

Blasingame, Daniel (2019), “The 'Middle-Income’ Trap: Is the One Belt, One Road
Initiative Key to China's Ascension to a High-Income Economy”, Available at SSRN:
Chaudhury, Dipanjan Roy (2017), "India-Eurasia road almost ready, container dry run
soon", economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/57980716.cms

Chen, Li (2019), “China and its Adjacent Areas: Terrorist Threat Situation and
Countermeasures", Series on China’s Belt and Road Initiative, China's Belt and Road
Initiative and Building the Community of Common Destiny, pp. 175-183

Chun, Zhang (2017), "The Belt and Road Initiative and Global Governance in Transition"
China Quarterly of International Strategic Studies, 03:02, 175-191

Dossani, Rafiq, Jennifer Bouey, and Keren Zhu (2020), “Demystifying the Belt and Road
Initiative: A Clarification of its Key Features, Objectives and Impacts”, Santa Monica, CA:
RAND Corporation. https://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/WR1338.html.
Enderwick, P. (2018), “The economic growth and development effects of China’s One Belt,
One Road Initiative”, Strat. Chang, 27, pp. 447-454.

He, A. (2020). The Belt and Road Initiative: Motivations, financing, expansion and
challenges of Xi’s ever-expanding strategy. Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and
Development, 4(1), 139-169.


http://news.mrud.ir/news/54538/%DA%A9%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B4-%D8%A2%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B2%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D9%87-%D9%88-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86
https://pooyeshfekri.com/

Karim, Mohd Aminul and Islam, Faria (2018), "Bangladesh—China—India—Myanmar
(BCIM) Economic Corridor: Challenges and Prospects”, The Korean Journal of Defense

AnalysisVol. 30, No. 2, 283 - 302

Khan, Muhammad K.; Sandano, Imran A.; Pratt, Cornelius B.; Farid, Tahir (2018), "China’s
Beltand Road Initiative: A Global Model for an Evolving Approach to Sustainable Regional
Development"”, SustainabilitySustainability, 10(11), 42-34.

Khan, Navid & Ahmad, Riaz & Xing, Ke (2018), "China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC): Regional Development, Employment Opportunities and Policy Challenges,"”
Global Political Review, Humanity Only, vol. 3(1), pages 12-23

Sharma, Hriday (2018), “Turning the international north-south corridor into a digital
corridor”, CPABHUTEJIBHBIN AHAJIN3 JIOKAJIBHOI'O OIIBITA, Vol.9 No. 4, pp.
124.137.

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (1999),
“Study on Development of the Trans-Asian Railway: Trans-Asian Railway in the Southern
Corridor of Asia-Europe Routes”,

Valori, Giancarlo Elia (May 30, 2016), "The East Turkestan Islamic Movement"
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2016/05/30/the-east-turkestan-islamic-movement/

Yu, Chunjiao; Zhang, Ren; An, Lian; Yu, Zhixing (2020). "Has China’s Belt and Road
Initiative Intensified Bilateral Trade Links between China and the Involved Countries?",
Sustainability 12, no. 17: 6747

Zhang, W., Alon, L., & Lattemann, C. (2018), China’s belt and road initiative: Changing the
rules of globalization, London: Springer

\VYo I

Ny 0 (A T ey e e K00 e (o et oo g



