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Development of Cultural, Social and Religious Structures with Emphasis on the Semiotics of
Inscriptions in Mosques of the Qajar Period in Tehran: A Case Study of the Entrance to the National
Garden and Shahid Motahari High School (Sepahsalar School)

Abstract

One of the valuable historical and ancient works of the Qajar era is the Nastalig inscriptions, which has a special
place in Tehran. This art, like the canvas, is a background for expressing different subjects, influenced by
various factors, Iranian and French elements in parallel. When the audience looks at the designs and
decorations, at first it is influenced by beauty and especially its order. But after reflection will be affected by
the meanings and signs of time. In this research, the inscriptions of Sepahsalar Mosque and the head on the
national gate of the Qajar period have been studied and analyzed. The research method used is historical-
analytical and the method of data collection is documentary and library type. The questions of this research are
as follows: What are the semiotic characteristics of the Nasta'liq inscriptions of this period? How can a new
reading of the codes hidden in the hidden layers of Tehran be achieved using the semiotic principles of
theorists? The purpose of selecting this research is to study this mosque and gate as one of the landmarks of
the Qajar period, about which no comprehensive and complete research has been done so far. The results
indicate that the decorative signs and motifs of these inscriptions and the decorative elements used in each
language are the constructs of the second language which has created an implicit meaning. These linguistic
signs have been repeated in other inscriptions in Qajar buildings. Influenced by the cultural, social and religious
structures of the Qajar period, it has finally led to a significant form.

Keywords: Inscription, Nastalig, Semiotics, Qajar Architecture.
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