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A Semantic Analysis of Concept of Student, Among Female Twelfth-Graders at Public
Schools in Tehran Education District 15

Abstract

Mental concepts are always potentially realizable; i.e. they can be expressed in human deeds and
behavior. Specifically put, our deeds and behavior reflect our mental knowledge. This qualitative,
interactional study aims to reach the deep semantic layers of the concept of student among
students. Using a thematic analysis, the study sets to shed light on the mental models of female
twelfth-grade students studying at public schools in Tehran Education District 15 within the
timespan of May-June 2019 to April-May 2020. The data were collected through a semi-structured
interview and observation, and 8 main categories were identified after coding and the thematic
analysis of the interviews. The identified categories included idealism and perfectionism, student
as a subject (identifier), analysis of personal position, generational and cultural gaps and conflict,
quantification and competitiveness in education, support seeking strategies in school, expansion of
social world and self-realization, socialization at school. Results showed that the critical thinking
model is the dominant mental model in the mind of students.
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