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The State and Institutionalization of Democracy

In the Islamic Republic of Iran

Abstract

In Iranian society, there has often been the notion that the institution of state as a maximum actor
has always stood in the way of democracy and prevented its institutionalization.
The main issue of the present study is what has been the role of the state in the institutionalization
of democracy through its influence on social classes and class formation?
Has the state, as an institution, stood up to institutionalization of democracy because of its policies
since the revolution, or has it supported it? The logic of the research in this article is exploratory
and the case study method has been used. The type of explanation is longitudinal and temporal
analysis. Three class models have been conceived for the institutionalization of democracy. In the
first model, there is powerful transformational class that completes the institutionalization process.
In the second model, institutionalization is the result of a class alliance between the two main
classes, and in the third model, institutionalization is the result of class reconciliation between the
working class and the capitalist class.
The state in Iran, as a powerful institution, has played a dual role in the institutionalization of
democracy through its policies. The state, through the system of planning and economic policies,
has caused the unbalanced expansion of classes, and at the same time, the class gap has intensified
in society. That is, although it has prevented the coalition of the middle and working classes and
the class reconciliation of the capitalist and working classes, but by supporting and expanding the
middle class and its traditional and modern sections, it has supported the single-class institutional
model.
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