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Explaining Compliance of States to Global Norms: Comparative Case Study of
Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia

Abstract
The main question of this research is that why states show compliance to global norms?
Authors with descriptive- analytical methodology in this research have tried to explain
the compliance of Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia to global norms with three
explanatory variables, namely, degree of fit between global norms and domestic-level
norms, legitimacy of the frameworks of global order and consequences of dealing with
global norms for international image of the state. In case of Iran, degree of fit between
global norms and domestic-level norms has the most effect on accepting or rejecting
global norms. Other two variables -legitimacy of the frameworks of global order and
consequences of dealing with global norms for international image of the state- come in
the second place. Due to special situation of Islamic Republic of Iran in international
politics, these variables not only do not facilitate compliance with global norms but act
as obstacles to this process. On the other hand, in case of Saudi Arabia, degree of fit
between global norms and domestic-level norms can potentially act as an obstacle to
compliance with norm but other two variables- legitimacy of the frameworks of global
order and consequences of dealing with global norms for international image of the
state- positively facilitate compliance of this country to global norms.
Keywords: Compliance, Global Norms, Global Order, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Saudi Arabia.
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